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Major Action Modes of Antimicrobial Drugs

1. Inhibition of cell wall synthesis: penicillins, 2. Inhibition of protein synthesis: chloramphenicol,
cephalosporins, bacitracin, vancomycin erythromycin, tetracyclines, streptomycin

S. Inhibition of essential
metaboitg ayn!heeh: )
4. Injury to plasma . e
membrane: polymyxin B

3. Inhibition of nucleic acid replication KEYCONCEPTS

N PR R TR Antimicrobial drugs target certain essential functions of tha
microbe. Mechanisms of action include inhibiting call wall
synthesis, inhibiting protein synthasis, inhibiting nucleic acid

| synthesis, injuring the plasma membrane, or inhibiting synthesis of
essantial metabolites.
The antimicrobial drug must not interfere with essential functions of
the microba's host.
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