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Enteric Differential and Selective Media
Medium Gram- positive Fermentable Indicator Colony Color Nonfermenter Category
Bacteriostatic Carbohydrate Fermenter
Agent
Eosin methylene blue (EMB) Eosin Y Lactose* Eosin Y Red or black Colorless S,D
Methylene blue Methylene with sheen

blue

MacConkey Crystal violet Lactose Neutral red Red Colorless S,D
Bile salts
Xylose- lysine deoxycholate (XLD) Bile salts Xylose Lactose Phenol red Yellow Red S,D
Sucrose
Hektoen enteric (HE) Bile salts Salicin Lactose Bromthym Yellow- Green, blue- S,D
Sucrose ol blue orange green

Salmonella shigella (SS) Bile salts Lactose Neutral red Red Colorless S
Bismuth sulfite (BS) Brilliant green Glucose Bismuth t + S

sulfite
Thiosulfate citrate bile salts sucrose Bile salts pH 8.6 Sucrose Thymol Yellow Colorless S,D
(TCBS)? blue

Bromthymo

1 blue

D, Differential; S, selective. *Levine’s formulation. 1H2S- producing salmonellae have black colonies. Used for isolation of vibrios.
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5 Cedecea
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? Serotyping

phase variation
* Colicins
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